ST PETER'S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
Newsletter
Friday 20™ November 2020

Tel. 01273 454066
Email : office@stpetersshoreham.co.uk
Headteacher : Mrs K J Crees MA BEd (Hons)

Please visit the school website www.stpeterscatholicprimary.com for dates for the full academic year,

together with other information about the school that you may find useful. Dates on the website are
subject to change, possibly at short notice, due to the covid situation.

This week
Monday’s Gospel assembly set the tone for the week. The children were asked to think about talents; which ones they

have and how they use them! We heard expert counting and signing from Reception children too. The children decided
that they should try their best to use their talents to make a difference and to serve others. They also enjoyed the
parable of the servant and the talents.

This week, | was able to enjoy a year 6 literacy lesson. The children were writing a review for a fictional airline, run by
one of the class. Their editing skills and command of interesting vocabulary was excellent. | also know that they have
been tackling comparing fractions with different denominators! The children in Year 5 have focused on Black History
month and have also been learning about cubed numbers. Miss Heffernan’s class made stringed instruments and
developed their own experiment on pitch and volume. Miss Gallagher’s class have been reading and writing about
elephant poaching. They have produced some very mature pieces of work. The children in Year 2 have been imagining
what it would have been like to be sent out to work at the grand old age of 6! They have been learning all about the
lives of Victorian children and have decided that they would rather be in school than up a chimney! (However, they are
all sitting in rows just like their Victorian counterparts) Year 1 has been a busy place m- they have been learning all
about 2D and 3D shapes. Mrs Collins tells me that they are doing very well. The shape theme continues into Reception
where they have been finding out about triangles and squares. Ask them all about it!

With the weather getting colder and remaining wet, it is really important that the children bring in a coat. | specifically
ask year 6 to bring in a coat and remind them that they will not be allowed out in wet conditions without one. Quite a
few feel that they might be too old to bring a coat in. Sadly, that is not the case and can be saved for secondary school!
A large number of children have been sent to me this week showing off examples of great work. My prize tin has taking
a bit of a hit but it has been worth it. As a staff, we are beginning to see glimmers of good progress. Whilst we still have
some catching up to do, the children appear to be coping really well. We are aware that you are also putting in a lot of
time and effort. We can see where children are practising spellings and reading at home. We also know that many of
our key stage one parents are practising phonics every day! Your hard work is paying off and we thank you for your
support. You should be proud of yourselves so make sure that you are also being kind to yourselves. Try and have a
break at some point over the weekend! We also appreciate how brilliantly you all responded to parents evening
arrangements.

Thank you for your continued support and patience.

Birthday Sweets/Cakes
Just a reminder that children are not allowed to bring in cakes or sweets for their birthday to give out to other children
in their class. This is due to several children at the school having various allergies. Thank you for your co-operation.

School Drop Off

We have been made aware of a “near miss” in Eastern Avenue this morning. When dropping your children off, please
park your car and ensure children get out of the car on the pavement side. A car stopped in Eastern Avenue this
morning and the rear door was opened and the child got out in to the road. The car behind had to stop very suddenly
so as not to hit either the car door or the child who was by this point in the middle of the road.
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Fundraising
Raffle — Raffle tickets have been sent home with the children this week (look out for a plain white envelope!). We have
LOTS of GREAT prizes so please do support this raffle if you are able to. Please return the stubs and money, together
with any unsold tickets, to the school office by Friday 4" December. We don’t have a date planned for the raffle draw
as yet but will let you know shortly when it will be.

Christmas event for the children — Please see flier at the end of this newsletter giving details of the Christmas event,
which will be held on Monday 14" December. The Christmas children’s event is being very kindly sponsored by Mark
Oakley, Fine Wooden Designs and we are very grateful for his support.

Visit the website — www.finewoodendesigns.com

Letters from Father Christmas — Fr Christmas has asked his elves to write letters to children at

St Peter’s again this year. The template to request a letter was emailed out earlier this week
and hard copies are available from the school office. Letters are £3.00 per child to cover the
cost of the elves wages, postage etc. If you would like your child to receive a letter please return
the template and money to the school office by Friday 27" November.

The Gateway Hub

The Gateway Hub is a local community support group, set up by a group of volunteers during the Covid pandemic, to
support local families. They have contacted us to say they have lots of children’s clothes, school uniform, winter coats
etc available if anyone is in need of something. Please contact Debbie Clarke for clothes requests by text — 07941
649882 or email — debbie@thegatewayhub.org

They can also supply toiletries, cleaning products, toys, games and food items. Please do get in touch with them if you
need anything. Tel. 01273 978566. Additionally, if you are able to donate any unwanted items, please let them know.
They really are doing a fantastic job for our local community.

WOW - The Year-Round Walk to School Challenge

St Peter’s has been chosen to be part of this nationwide challenge to encourage more children and their families to
walk to school. WOW is delivered by Living Streets, the UK charity for everyday walking, to help as many children as
possible experience the benefits of walking to school. WOW is a pupil-led initiative where children record in their class
how they get to school every day. If they travel sustainably (walk, cycle or scoot) once a week for a month, they get
rewarded with a badge. It's that easy! For those families who live too far away from the school, or don’t have time to
walk the whole way to school, you can Park and Stride to help your child earn their WOW badge. Park at least 5
minutes away from the school and walk the rest of the way.

Walking to school remains an effective way to reduce congestion and improve road safety at the school gates, while
increasing physical activity and benefitting pupil wellbeing. The government is actively working with schools and local
authorities to encourage families to walk to school whenever they can during this time. However, it is important that
measures in place to protect everyone’s health are always observed. Living Streets are committed to helping schools
adapt to changing circumstances, ensuring that everyone involved in the walk to school initiative stays safe.

We are planning to start the challenge next Monday so please do ask your child about it. For your information, the
WOW badges are made using excess yoghurt-pot material previously destined for landfill and are produced in the UK.

Can we Help You? = :
We understand that the coronavirus pandemic has had an |mpact on many of our school’s families and their
livelihoods. We are delighted that the Government has agreed to extend free school meals to children from low-
income families during school holidays.

We firmly believe that no child should go hungry and we are aware that Christmas can be a very financially challenging
time for many families. We would like to help. This Christmas we would like to be able to offer food hampers to some
of our families. We would like to buy locally if possible so if you have a business that sells anything that would be
suitable for a hamper please let us know so that we can purchase some items from you.

If you would like to receive one of our food hampers, please contact the school office, in complete confidence, either
by email (office@stpetersshoreham.co.uk) or by putting a note in the post box outside the school offlce We
appreciate that this is a very sensitive topic but we really would like to help where we can, ¥ G
so please do get in touch.
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School Lottery
Our school lottery has launched! Thank you to everyone who has supported it so far — we have had 79 people sign up

to the lottery, which is fantastic. This will raise us just over £1,600 per annum. Please see link below to our page on
the Your School Lottery website —
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-peters-catholic-primary-school-shoreham

This half term everyone who supports our lottery will automatically be entered into an extra draw to win a truly
enormous Nintendo Switch Mega Bundle. This bundle is packed with goodies and will make a great prize. The first
draw for our lottery will take place on Saturday 9% January 2021.
Please do tell your friends and family. We hope you will be lucky!

Governor Parent Questionnaire .
Thank you to everyone who has completed and returned the Governor’s parent questionnaire. If you haven’t already

done so, we would be really grateful if you could complete the survey by Friday 27" November and either return to the
school office or by email to georgina carter@sky.com Responses are completely confidential. Thank you.

Free School Meals (FSM) Eligibility Criteria _***IMPORTANT***
From 1°t April 2018 the Government are applying a change to the criteria for award of means tested Free School Meals
(FSM).
The new criteria to be eligible for free school meals require that parents and carers are in receipt of one of the
following benefits —
e Universal Credit with an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400
e |ncome Support
e Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
Support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
e The guarantee element of Pension Credit
e Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for the four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit)
e Child Tax Credit (with no Working Tax Credit) with an annual income of no more than £16,190
Registering for free meals could also raise an extra £1,345 per child which can fund valuable support like extra
tuition, additional teaching staff or after school activities. This funding is vital to the school, particularly at the
moment so we urge you to apply. If you think your child(ren) may be eligible for free school meals, please contact
Mrs Matthews in the school office.

Sunrise Breakfast Club
We are delighted that so many children are enjoying coming to our Sunrise Breakfast Club.
The Breakfast Club is open every day from 7.45am and costs just £3.50 a session. Sessions can

be booked and paid for using the online payment system sQuid. For further information

please contact the school office. It is possible to pay for your child’s sessions at Breakfast Club
using childcare vouchers. We are currently registered with the following organisations — Fair Care Services Ltd, RG
Childcare, Computershare Voucher Services, Edenred, Sodexo, KiddiVouchers, Fideliti, Salary Exchange, Gemelli
Employee Benefits, Government Tax Free Childcare scheme. If you use another childcare voucher provider please let

us know.

Best of Buddies
Best of Buddies runs every afternoon after school from 3.15 —-5.15pm.
For more information please contact Mrs Awedan Tel. 07923 318935

Besi of , : , Besi of
Buddies or email bofbuddies@gmail.com Buddies

Kind regards
K Crees

Mrs K Crees
Headteacher

Neither the Governors nor WSCC support or recommend the advice, products or services offered nor the organisations offering them. Individuals
should satisfy themselves on the suitability of any of the advice, products or services and on the nature and standing of these organisations (or
any mentioned in this newsletter or any other publication).
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Minimum donation of £5.00 per child - if you are
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Nintendo Switch
MEGH BUNDLE

WITH Nintendo Switch Console Neon

Mario Kart Home Circuit DOUBLE PACK (Mario + Luigi)
2 Games: Lego Marvel Heroes 2 and Minecraft

: Ninlendo Swilc:h case and accessary pack

' Mario and Luigi hats

Help raise essential school funds
Tickets cost just £1 a week
Win up to £25,000

Cash prize every week

To start supporting your school, go to:

YourSchoollLottery.co.uk

and search for: St Peter's Catholic Primary School

Supporters must be 16 years of age or older. Offer ends 19* December 2020. T&Cs apply, see website for details.



