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Why do we have night and day?
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Can I describe why we have night and 
day?
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Places on opposite sides of the planet experience 
different times of the day simultaneously (at the 
same time).
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As well as orbiting around 
the Sun, Earth also 
rotates on its axis. 

As Earth rotates, the countries that are 
experiencing daytime (in the lit section of the 
planet), slowly move into the shadow and 
experience night‐time
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How long does it take to do a whole rotation?
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It takes 24 hours or 1 day for Earth to complete 
one full rotation. 
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zrd9wmn

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zrd9wmn
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